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EAST REGION 
Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 
 
Rangeland Restoration at Phillip W. Schneider 
Wildlife Area 
On the first of August, lightning strikes started several 
wildfires in Grant County that became the South Fork 
Complex Fire.  The South Fork Complex eventually 
burned over 66,000 acres, including 9,700 acres of the 
Phillip W. Schneider Wildlife Area (PWSWA).   

 
While these fires damaged PWSWA they also created 
some excellent opportunities.  Over the past 30 years 
three invasive annual grasses (Medusahead Rye, Cheat 
grass and North African grass) have invaded much of 
the PWSWA winter range and drastically degraded 
range conditions for wildlife.  These invasive grasses 
have little value for wildlife and out-compete more 
desirable forage plants.  Medusahead Rye is particularly 
problematic because the thick thatch layer it creates 
prevents herbicide from reaching soil reducing its 
effectiveness.  Because these invasive annual grasses are 
unpalatable, grazing is not an effective management 
option for removing thatch; fire is the best method for 
removing this overburden as part of a restoration 
effort.   
 
The South Fork Complex wildfire removed the 
Medusahead thatch in many areas making herbicide 
treatment possible. Timing of herbicide application is 
critical.  The recommended herbicide, Imazapic, must 
be applied prior to fall green-up for best results.  
Imazapic targets invasive annual grasses while desirable 

perennial range grasses and forbs are unaffected and 
can gain a competitive advantage over invasive annuals 
for moisture and sunlight. Without treatment, invasive 
annual grasses will increase their dominance over the 
area further reducing its value for wildlife.   
 
More than 6,500 acres have been contracted for aerial 
spraying this fall.  Applying herbicide was funded with 
hunter license/tag fees through the PWSWA operating 
budget, revenue from a PWSWA timber sale, Mule 
Deer Initiative funds, and a grant from Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation.  This project is being 
coordinated with the BLM. State and BLM land is 
checker boarded throughout PWSWA making 
cooperation essential for an effective restoration effort.  
Overall, 20,000 acres of state and BLM land will be 
treated with direct benefits for the wintering mule deer 
populations of Grant County. 
 
Northeast Region Spring Chinook and Steelhead 
Surveys of spring chinook escapement to East Region 
streams will be completed in early October.  Annually 
East Region Fish District and Research biologists work 
with tribal biologists to survey spring Chinook 
spawning in East Region streams and rivers. 
 

Escapement to most spring Chinook streams in East 
Region was above the 10 year average this year. In 
many cases escapement was in the top 5 returns of the 
last 20 years.  Escapement of natural origin spring 
Chinook to a number of our hatchery supplemented 
populations was above average as well. 
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Spawning of spring Chinook broodstock at East 
Region Hatcheries is nearing completion.  Hatchery 
spring chinook broodstock goals were met for all 
stocks and we expect hatchery spawning goals to be 
met as well. 
 
Region biologists are expecting a good return of 
steelhead to many East Region streams this fall and 
winter.  Estimates suggest that Wallowa Stock steelhead 
return to the Grande Ronde Basin will be above what 
we’ve seen the last few years so fishing should be good.  
We also expect steelhead that return to the Grande 
Ronde will be bigger this year due to the higher 
percentage of fish returning that will have spent 2 years 
in the ocean.   
 
East Region Youth Hunts 
Seven upland bird youth hunts were held in East 
Region this past month.   Department staff, Hunter 
Education instructors and volunteers from OHA and 
other local sporting groups provided youth hunters 
safely and shooting skill instruction, helped a youth 

hunter and their parent(s) hunt an area and on occasion 
provided a pointer or retriever to help.  In some cases 
local OHA Chapters and businesses purchased 
pheasants to use as part of these hunts.  We are 
particularly grateful to a number of private landowners 
that opened their property to these young hunters.  
Upland bird harvest averaged just less than one rooster 
pheasant per hunter.   
 

WEST REGION 
Steven Marks, Acting Region Manager 
 
Youth Upland Bird Hunts 
Youth pheasant hunts were held at Sauvie Island, Fern 
Ridge, and Denman wildlife areas in September and an 
additional hunt is scheduled for Sept 27-28 on E.E. 
Wilson Wildlife Area.  In spite of the hot and dry 
conditions, participation was good with no accidents, 
incidents, or close calls to report.  Overall, success 

averaged just over one bird per hunter.  There were 
quite a few tired looking dogs after the hunts but a 
good time was had by all.  Here are the specific results 
by wildlife area: 

 Sauvie Island Wildlife Area hosted 73 hunters over 
the two-day period that harvested 66 pheasants or 
0.9 birds per hunter. 

 Fern Ridge Wildlife Are hosted 103 hunters that 
harvested 74 birds or 0.7 birds per hunter. 

 Denman Wildlife Area had 182 participants who 
harvested 225 birds or 1.24 birds per hunter, which 
represents the highest observed success for youth 
pheasant hunts on the area.   

 

 
Happy hunter with his first pheasant. 
 
Fire and Access Update 
Conditions through most of September remained dry 
and warm including periods of east winds, which 
combined to greatly increasing the fire danger.  Most 
industrial forestlands have been closed to recreational 
access through the month so many archers were 
restricted to hunting on state and federally owned lands 
while waiting for conditions to improve.  District staff 
fielded numerous phone calls and inquiries from 
hunters frustrated by the fire season access restrictions 
and closures on private timberlands.  However, callers 
became more understanding when it was explained that 
ODFW works closely with private companies to 
promote and maintain hunter access on private 
timberlands through the Access and Habitat Program 
by providing law enforcement funding and 
implementation of travel management areas.  With the 
recent precipitation, most areas on the west side of the 
state have been reduced to Industrial Fire Precaution 
Level 1, which should ease some of the access 
restrictions.  
 
In late August and early September, we had a fire 
incident on Wiseman Island, which is a 165-acre 
ODFW owned property on the lower Santiam River.  
There is no vehicle access to the island so ODFW staff 
worked with the Jefferson Fire Department to monitor 
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the fire and allow it to burn the vast majority of the 
island.  The fire burned extensively in interior areas of 
the island and burned in a mosaic pattern at the 
margins of the braided river channels where there are 
tall trees.  Outside of the immediate risk to adjacent 
farmlands, there was substantial benefit to fish and 
wildlife habitat on the site by burning significant 
amounts of scotch broom, blackberry and dissected by 
an ever-evolving series of riparian channels and sloughs 
surrounded by mature trees.  

 

 
 

 
 
Safety 
We are pleased to report that three ODFW facilities in 
West Region received inspections from the Oregon 
Occupational Safety and Health Division who found 

no safety violations.  The results of the inspection are a 
testimony to the hard work and attention to safety at 
the South Santiam Fish Hatchery, Leaburg Fish 
Hatchery, and the North Willamette Watershed District 
Office.  The South Willamette Watershed District 
Office also received a courtesy inspection and passed 
with very positive feedback from the inspector.   
 

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Roger Fuhrman, Administrator 
 
Fall Hunter Education and Outdoor Skills 
Workshops 
More than 300 youth have already taken advantage of 
fall Hunter Education field days and are ready to hunt 
this season.  Historically, the department has been 
unable to meet demand for Hunter Education courses 
during late summer and fall because volunteer 
instructors were not available.  As a result, many 
potential hunters missed out on the chance to go 
hunting.  As part of a pilot project last year, the 
department hired temporary employees to teach 
Hunter Education August through November.  More 
than 450 students were certified last fall and overall 
enrollment in Hunter Education increased 17-percent 
last year.  The department projects similar results this 
year and expects more than 6,100 students to be 
certified by the end of the year.   
 
Meeting the demand for Hunter Education courses is 
important to recruiting new hunters.   The 2005 
Families Afield initiative by the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation, National Wild Turkey Federation 
and the US Sportsmen’s Alliance identified mandatory 
Hunter Education as a potential barrier to recruitment.  
Busy youth were unwilling or unable to commit the 
time to take Hunter Education and, as a result, did not 
hunt.  The Families Afield initiative prompted states to 
start apprentice hunter programs like Oregon’s 
Mentored Youth Hunter Program (MYHP).  MYHP 
allows youth, ages 9-13, to hunt while closely 
supervised by a licensed adult without first having to 
take Hunter Education.  More than 20,000 youth have 
participated in MYHP since the program was started in 
2006.   
 
Making Hunter Education courses available in the fall 
removes a potential barrier to participation while 
ensuring that young hunters receive important safety 
training.  It makes the mandatory training available 
when interest in hunting is high.  Making it easier for 
youth to meet the requirements and immediately start 
hunting is expected to lead to increased license sales.  A 
2013 survey of 12 states found that students 
completing hunter education in the fall showed a high 
likelihood of purchasing a license that year. 
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In addition to teaching Hunter Education, the 
temporary employees will conduct several hunting 
clinics, including two big game workshops.  About 30 
people participated in the September big game 
workshop and learned the basic skills for hunting deer 
and elk.  Topics for the half-day workshop included 
deer and elk biology, hunting strategies, how to scout 
for game, field dressing and care of game, and how to 
use maps and Google Earth to find new places to hunt.  
A second workshop is planned for late October. 
 
Online Hunting Access Maps 
Hunters can now use their smart phone to check their 
location and find new places to hunt.  Several of the 
free Travel Management Area and Access and Habitat 
Program Area maps available on the ODFW website 
can now be used with a GeoPDF reader.  The 
GeoPDF app allows navigation even when cell service 
or a network connection is not available.  The 
enhanced pdf maps also allow users to zoom and pan 
the maps, set waypoints, add labels, attach photos, set 
tracks, measure distances and perform many other 
activities possible on standard GPS units.  The free 
maps show land ownership, boundaries for game 
management units and controlled hunt units and other 
information that will be useful to hunters.  To use the 
enhanced maps, hunters must first download a free 
GeoPDF app, like Avenza, from Google Play or the 
Apple store.  The free GeoPDF maps are available for 
download at ODFW.com/maps.      
 

 

OCEAN SALMON AND COLUMBIA 
RIVER PROGRAM  
Tony Nigro, Columbia River Program Manager 
 
Columbia River Fall Chinook and Coho Fisheries  
The initial forecast for returns of adult Upriver Bright 
fall Chinook to the mouth of the Columbia River in 
2014 was 919,000.  This was subsequently downgraded 
in season to 678,000, but will likely be second only to 
2013 and almost twice that of the next highest since 
1980.  The forecasts for returns of adult lower 
Columbia River tule fall Chinook and coho to the 
mouth of the Columbia River was 101,000 and 
638,000, respectively; both of which fell within the 
range of previous run sizes. 
 
Recreational Fisheries  
Seasons: For the area between Buoy 10 and Tongue 
Point a non-mark-selective recreational fishery for 
Chinook was set for August 1-29; a mark-selective 
fishery was set for the Labor Day weekend (August 30-
September 1).  The fishery was closed for Chinook 
retention from September 2-30, but was set to re-open 
for Chinook on October 1 and continue through the 
end of the year.  A mark-selective recreational fishery 
for coho also was set for August 1, but unlike Chinook, 
was planned to go uninterrupted through the end of 
the year.  Retention of adipose fin-marked steelhead 
was also allowed in the Buoy 10 fishery; however, 
catches are generally low.  
 
Catches (kept plus release mortality). The pre-season catch 
expectation based on the original forecasts and stock 
composition was almost 46,000 adult Chinook and just 
over 56,000 adult hatchery coho.  The actual catches 
through September 21 of adult Chinook and adult 
hatchery coho were about 30,000 and 57,000, 
respectively.  Catch of adult Chinook was lower than 
initially expected.  However, the initial catch 
expectation for Chinook turned out to be too 
optimistic because twice as many tule Chinook were 
caught than originally assumed.  Actual catch was also 
affected by the fact that the Upriver Bright Chinook 
run came in less than originally forecast. 
 
Mainstem 
Seasons: 
Tongue Point to Lewis River.  For the area between 
Tongue Point and the Lewis River a non-mark-selective 
recreational fishery was set for August 1-September 7, 
switching to mark-selective from September 8-14.  The 
fishery was closed for Chinook retention from 
September 15-30, but was set to reopen for Chinook 
retention October 1.   
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Lewis River to the Highway 395 Bridge.  For the area 
between the Lewis River and the Highway 395 Bridge 
in eastern Oregon, a non-mark-selective recreational 
fishery was set for August 1-December 31.  Retention 
of adipose fin-marked coho and steelhead is allowed 
during the August 1-December 31 timeframe in all of 
these areas (non-fin-marked coho may be retained 
upstream of the Hood River Bridge). 
 
Catches (kept plus release mortality). The pre-season catch 
expectation based on the original forecasts and stock 
composition for recreational fisheries between the 
Tongue Point and Bonneville Dam was almost 43,000 
adult Chinook and 4,000 adult hatchery coho.  For the 
recreational fishery between Bonneville Dam and the 
Highway 395 Bridge the catch expectation was about 
10,000 adult Chinook.  For each fishery, each legal 
angler aboard a vessel could continue to deploy angling 
gear until the daily adult salmonid bag limit for all 
anglers aboard was achieved.  The actual catches 
through September 21 of adult Chinook and adult 
hatchery coho in the recreational fishery between 
Tongue Point and Bonneville Dam were about 24,000 
and 5,400, respectively.  Data is not yet available for 
actual catches in the fishery upstream of Bonneville 
Dam. 
 
Commercial Fisheries (Mainstem)  
Research Purse/Beach Seines 
Seasons: Twenty-two openers were set between August 
19 and September 30.  The first four openers, all in 
August, occurred in Zones 1 and 2.  The remaining 
openers, all in September, occurred in Zones 1 through 
5.  The fishery was mark-selective for Chinook and 
coho. 
 
Catches (kept plus release mortality). The pre-season catch 
quotas set for the research seine fishery were about 
6,000 adult hatchery Chinook and 3,000 adult hatchery 
coho.  These represent the maximum allowable take of 
fall Chinook and coho in the fishery given the amount 
of research ESA-impacts allocated for its 
implementation.  Actual landed catches of adult 
hatchery Chinook through September 21 were about 
1,100 in beach seines and 1,200 in purse seines.  For 
adult hatchery coho actual landed catches were about 
500 in beach seines and 400 in purse seines.  Beach 
seiners released about 1,600 adult Chinook and 900 
adult coho.  Purse seiners released about 2,600 adult 
Chinook and 1,100 adult coho.  
 
Gill Nets/Tangle Nets  
Seasons: 
Chinook-Directed Fisheries. Twenty-four openers were 
set to occur between August 3 and October 15. All 
openers were restricted to Zones 4 and 5 to minimize 
the handle of ESA-listed tule fall Chinook and target 

healthy, large returns of Upriver Bright fall Chinook.  
The fishery was non-mark-selective for Chinook and 
coho. 
 
Coho-Directed Fisheries. Five openers were set to 
occur between October 1 and 8 using 3¾-inch tangle-
nets.  All openers will occur in Zones 1-3.  Additional 
openers will be set to occur after October 8 using 
tangle-nets and un-slackened 6-inch maximum-mesh 
gill nets, the mix determined by the balance of coho 
that remains available for commercial harvest.  The 
tangle-net fishery is mark-selective. 
 
Catches (kept plus release mortality). The pre-season catch 
expectation based on the original forecasts and stock 
compositions was about 113,000 adult Chinook and 
70,000 coho.  Through the September 16 opener, the 
actual catches in the Zone 4 and5 Chinook-directed 
gill-net fishery were about 82,000 adult Chinook and 
5,000 adult coho.  Most of the coho targeted for 
harvest are expected to be taken in coho-directed 
tangle-net and gill-net fisheries scheduled for October. 
 
Commercial Fisheries (Select Areas)  
Seasons: Commercial gill-net fishing in Select Areas 
occurs from August through October.  In Youngs Bay 
three 36-hour periods and one 3½-day period occurred 
in August.  Fishing in this area was set to be open for 
60 days in September and October.  In Tongue 
Point/South Channel and Blind Slough/Knappa 
Slough fishing was set to be open for 46 periods from 
late August through October; and in Deep River for 36 
periods from mid-August through October.  None of 
the fisheries are mark-selective. 
 
Catches: No pre-season catch expectation is calculated 
for adult Chinook.  For coho, the catch expectation 
was 49,000 adults.  Actual landed catches through 
September 21 were about 22,000 adult Chinook (good 
and similar to recent years) and 103,000 adult coho 
(over twice the pre-season expectation).   
 

OREGON STATE POLICE 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Fish & Wildlife Division 
 
Wildlife 
Fish & Wildlife Division Troopers from the Bend Area 
Command conducted a nighttime Wildlife 
Enforcement Decoy (WED) operation in response to 
local spotlighting complaints.  During the operation, a 
vehicle approached the WED with a passenger actively 
spotlighting and eventually illuminating the WED.  The 
vehicle stopped and two occupants exited the vehicle 
with archery equipment, subsequently shooting at the 
WED while the third person continued illuminating it.  
Following contact, two individuals were cited for 
Unlawful Take of Buck Deer and the third person 
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cited for Aiding in a Wildlife Violation.  Both bows 
and the spotlight were seized as evidence. 
 

 
 
Fisheries 
Sr. Trooper Klepp (Astoria) contacted numerous 
anglers on Big Creek during the recent early opener. He 
issued several warnings for angling offenses and seized 
one non adipose fin-clipped Coho salmon. He later 
walked approximately ½ mile below the hatchery and 
began observing two men and an eight year-old son 
casting spinners (with prohibited treble hooks) into a 
deep pool.  Sr. Trooper Klepp watched as the group 
hooked into approximately 15 Coho salmon; all of 
which were snagged.  Upon contact, Sr. Trooper Klepp 
discovered six retained Coho salmon; three of which 
were admitted to being snagged.  The two adults 
claimed they were unaware of the “Anti-Snagging 
Rule” in effect on Big Creek at the time prohibiting the 
use of treble hooks.  The two men were cited criminally 
for Snagging Salmon.  Sr. Trooper Klepp seized the 
six Coho salmon, later donating them to the local food 
bank. 
 
Shellfish 
Sgt. Thompson (Newport) responded to Port Dock 7 
on several complaints of a group of subjects taking and 
keeping female and undersized Dungeness crab and 
making multiple trips back to their van with the crab.  
Upon arrival, Sgt. Thompson contacted a female in a 
minivan.  Consent to search was granted and Sgt. 
Thompson discovered a large amount of undersized 
and female crab in a cooler in the back of the van.  
Contact was then made with the rest of the group on 
the dock where more female and undersized crab were 
discovered.  Only two of the subjects had shellfish 
licenses and the group was in possession of 52 
undersized crabs, 11 female crabs, and 20 extra Red 
Rock crabs.  Two females were cited criminally for 
Possession of Undersized Dungeness Crab. 
 
End of Field Reports for October 10, 2014 

 
 


